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Loup County Public Schools                               February  2022 

Williams Street Journal 
 FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 
 
Welcome to February. In January the students completed the Winter 
MAP Assessments. This testing will help the students and the school 
prepare for the NSCAS (Nebraska Student-Centered Assessment Sys-
tem) which will be given in April. The NSCAS is given to students in 
grades three through eight and 
eleventh grade. The Department 
of Education has combined the 
MAP assessment and NSCAS for 
the spring testing period. This 
means that the students must 
only take one assessment for 
each subject tested. The eleventh
-grade students will be given the 
ACT as their version of NSCAS, 
this will take place on March 22nd, 
2022. Basketball and Wrestling seasons are still going strong. Speech 
season will be in full swing when you read this. The elementary students 
will continue to work hard as they enjoy the new experiences each day 
brings. February is also a stressful month. The students are very busy, 
and I am sure winter will still be with us. Please be sure your student(s) 
are getting plenty of rest and are allowed the time to talk to you about 
things in their lives.  
 

“Education’s purpose is to replace an empty mind 
with an open one.” –Malcom Forbes 

 



PRESCHOOL NEWS  

This month the Preschoolers have been learning how to count, create patterns and identify shapes in Math. 
They loved making pattern bead bracelets and finding shapes in the school. In Reading, they learned a couple 
of new letters called, “vowels.” They are working on identifying the letter and creating its sound. We are getting 
prepared to start reading so we are learning to rhyme and identify initial letter sounds. Playing picture memory 
is their favorite to match rhymes. We’ve been spending a lot of our gross motor time in the gym since the 
weather's been too cold but when it gets better we can’t wait to play in the snow! More things we’ve done this 
year are getting to know our new classroom pets such as what they eat, how to hold them, how they communi-
cate with us, etc. We also have experimented with mixing substances with water and see if they dissolve. We 
learned about Martin Luther King Jr. and how he wanted everyone to be treated equally so we are working on 
being kind to others. Since coming back from break the preschoolers have been on a roll learning a lot of 
things.   

 

 TECH CORNER: COMPUTER USAGE REMINDER FOR STUDENTS AND PARENTS  

Please remind your students that they are not to use their school laptops for anything besides learning and 
working on assignments.  No games, or apps to communicate with others online 
are to be added unless instructed to do so by the Loup County staff or teach-
ers.  Each student and parent signed the original document at the beginning of 
the school year.  The document is given to the students at the beginning of each 
year and only one page of signatures is returned.  Please review this document 
with your student and remind them of the importance of proper computer 
use.  These are not personal computers and should be maintained in an appropri-
ate manner.  
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FROM THE SCIENCE ROOM 

I’m super stoked to have students back in the classroom! Lots of exciting things going on so far. The environ-
mental science students have been learning about recycling & ways they can reduce their waste or reuse differ-
ent items. They also researched and learned about aquaponics systems and how they can be beneficial. We are 
working on getting one started in the classroom, just waiting for the fish to get here!  

In biology, we are studying genetics and patterns of inheritance. We spent a couple of days doing some in-depth 
research about specific recessive & dominant disorders, how they can be passed down & what their effects are. 
The students are getting very good at reading and drawing pedigrees & Punnett squares!  

Physical science students started off the semester learning about the characteristics & different properties of 
waves. We are currently focusing on specific types of waves like sound, electromagnetic & light waves. Using a 
long spring, we were able to simulate a standing wave and the different nodes at which interference happens.  

The eighth graders have been putting their imagination & electric engineering skills to the test this semester. 
We started out with an activity where they were given a battery, paper clips & a light bulb and worked together 
to create a circuit where both light bulbs lit up. All groups were successful! We are currently working on making 
small electric motors.  

Outside of regular classwork, students now have to opportunity to be part of the Science Club! The main objec-
tive of this is to give students a chance to really “nerd out” on different topics that we may not cover in class or 
that they find interesting, perform experiments, get into research & explore different career opportunities. If 
anyone has any ideas, they think would be fun, interesting & educational for the science club students, let me 
know! 



 

 

  

THE DOWN BEAT IN THE MUSIC ROOM  

 
New beginnings, new challenges, new accomplishments, new possibilities in the New Year.  The music 
department is excited for 2022.  The elementary students are busy learning note and rest values and note 
names.  The classroom has been crazy while we learn the different types of drums, for example djembe, 
cajon, hand and conga drums.  We use drums and other non-pitched instruments to work on rhythm 
grooves.  What is impressive is that the upper elementary students are in two or three different groups 
and play different grooves at the same time.  They are learning several skills; coordination, reading music, 
counting and playing at the same time while listening to the other groups groove.  The lower elementary 
are learning rhythms and counting note values and rest values.   The 5th and 6th grade have been work-
ing hard in band learning new notes and songs. We are seeing working on rhythms in music class is help-
ing them with their band songs. We are so impressed with how these minds are like sponges for mu-
sic.  We love it.   
 
The Twin Loup Band and Choir are also working hard.  We are so excited that we have been able to imple-
ment Pep Band at some of our home games.  At first it was a little scary because it was the first time for all 
of us.  However, the fans have been so supportive with compliments and loved hearing a Pep Band once 
again.  We appreciate all the kind words as we are building our repertoire with new songs.  The students 
are enjoying it as well and want to play the rest of the home games.  Music is addictive especially as the 
students hear themselves get better and know that they have the support of many.  The band has also 
been working on clinic music which has proven to include some very difficult songs.  One of our motto’s is 
that “We can do hard things!” 
 
Choir has been working on rhythms as well and enjoy using basketballs, drums and other percussion in-
struments.  They will be working on contest and spring concert music.  We are doing echo songs and 
rounds to get better at listening to each other and hearing different parts.  This will be helpful as we work 
on two-part songs we have planned for them to sing and perform.  We have also had a lesson on learning 
genres of music and listening to different genres in an attempt to build appreciation for different gen-
res.  Music is an exciting place to be so turn the radio on and enjoy your own favorite genre of music.    

“Education is not preparation for life, 
education is life itself.”  

-John Dewey  



 

 

FROM THE HISTORY ROOM 

8th Grade U.S. History – After learning about the key events that took place during the administrations of 
our first two Presidents (Washington and Adams), we began our unit on the Jefferson and Madison Eras. 
This includes key events such as the Louisiana Purchase, the war with Tripoli, and the War of 1812. 

Economics – The freshmen are switching gears for the 2nd Semester, transitioning from civics to econom-
ics. Right now, we are learning about the foundations of economics, the various economic systems, and 
the three types of business organizations: sole proprieties, partnerships, and 
corporations. 

U.S. History II – Before the holiday break, we wrapped up our unit of study 
on the Gilded Age, which included a look at the populist movement. Current-
ly, we are covering the transition that the United States made in the late 
1800s from an isolated nation looking to remain neutral in foreign affairs, to 
an imperialistic nation looking to become a world power. This includes look-
ing at the causes and effects of the Spanish-American War, and the rise of 
Teddy Roosevelt. 

World History – When the first semester ended, we had learned about what had taken place globally be-
tween the two world wars. This included the economic impact the Great Depression had on nations 
around the world, and rise of fascist leaders such as Adolf Hitler and Benito Mussolini. Currently, we are 
learning about the events that started the war, and some of the early campaigns such as the fall of France, 
the Battle of Britain, the stalemate in North Africa, and the invasion of the Soviet Union. 

Sociology –After the break, we have moved from psychology to sociology. Similar to psychology, we start-
ed off by learning about how the discipline of sociology was founded, and the individuals who contributed 
to the field such as Comte, Marx, Spencer, Durkheim, and Weber. Currently, we are learning about the 
main perspectives, or schools of thought, that are used by modern day sociologists to study societal issues, 
and how to apply the steps of the scientific method to our own investigations. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
There will be a regular meeting of the Loup County Historical Society on Monday, February 7, 2022 at 7 pm.  
We will be voting to elect a treasurer.  
 
VALENTINE’S FOR SALE 
The school will be selling valentine's from February 1st-11th. All proceeds will go to the  
Wolfpack Backpack pro gram!   
 
VALENTINE’S SPIRIT WEEK, FEBRUARY 8TH-14TH 
 
Monday-Don’t SWEAT the hard stuff. (Wear your favorite sweatpants) 
 
Tuesday-Bromates/Teammates (Dress as twins/group with sports attire)  
 
Wednesday-Night out or Night in (Wear your best  outfit or your PJs)  
 
Thursday-Pink PK-6th , Red 7th-12th  
 
Friday-Freaky Friday (Students dress up as teachers, teachers dress like students)  
 
Monday-Valentines Day outfit (lots of hearts people)  

SAFE DRIVING COMMITTEE 

Buckle up buttercup! We are about to go on a ride and learn about why we should wear our seatbelts while we 
are driving or riding in a vehicle. There are many benefits of making good use of your seatbelt, one being, your 
own safety. Being buckled in when you may be involved in a crash or an accident can keep you secure and safe 
inside your vehicle. Getting ejected from a moving vehicle is almost always deadly. So those of us who are on the 
Safe Driving Committee make sure that we have a seatbelt check twice a year for every car, pickup, and bus that 
pulls into the parking lot! That way we can make sure to teach the next generation that seatbelts are not a chore, 
they are a privilege for our safety.  



BUSINESS ROOM BUZZ 

FBLA 

We scream THANK YOU for supporting the FBLA Ice Cream cone sales.  With your support, we have sold out of ice cream 
at every home varsity basketball game in Taylor.  We have one more game in Taylor, and we plan to finish strong with sev-
en gallons of ice cream available on Friday, February 4th. The Cake/Cookie raffles are also doing well with your sup-
port.  February 4th will also be the final drawings for some goodies.  Looking forward to raffling off a marble fudge cake 
and a strawberry cake, along with a few other items.  Stretch those arms and get a wingspan of tickets. At the end of the 
month, February 21st through March 4th, we will be selling sweets through the Puff Pastry Program.  Pastry Puffins 
(cinnamon, strawberry cream, blueberry cream, cherry, apple), Butter Hearts (chocolate chip cream, raspberry cream), 
and Puff Crust Pizza (breakfast, pepperoni) will be on sale through your favorite FBLA member. 
 

Information Technology 

The Information Technology class is taking an exam to certify their proficiency with Microsoft Power Point.  They have 
been doing applying their skills with PowerPoint all month and we look forward to their exam success.  The Information 
Technology students will be progressing into Microsoft Excel next.  We will be spreading our wings and knowledge base as 
we work with Excel spreadsheets. 
 

Exploring Business 8 

Eighth-grade students are gaining information in the area of Business Technology this semester.  We will touch on Tech-
nology Readiness, Internet Basics, Digital Wellness, Data Science Foundations, Career Prep, Business Technology plan-
ning, Coding, and Entrepreneurship activities, along with investing in the stock market.  We will also balance online and 
offline activities by learning how to play Hearts and possibly other offline activities.  

 

Marketing 

The Intro to Marketing class has begun to address Product and Price Decisions, Distribution Decisions, and Promotion 
Decisions. 

 

Accounting 

The Accounting class will focus on Part 2:  Accounting for a Merchandising Business Organization as a Corpora-
tion.  These lessons will build on our Sole Proprietorship accounting knowledge. 

FROM THE MEDIA CENTER 
1. READING ALLOWS US TO EXPERIENCE MORE SENSATIONS 
In a study conducted at Emory University, reading increases the activity in the brain’s central sulcus, which controls our 
motor skills. If we read a passage where a character is walking along a path, the activity from the neurons in this area make 
us feel as though we’re experiencing the walk ourselves. Then, there’s grounded cognition; a concept that proves that read-
ing actually puts you in someone else’s shoes through the brain’s biology. 
 
2. IT MAKES US MORE EMPATHETIC 
Literary fiction readers have a higher ability to empathize with other’s emotions and thoughts than those who read mainly 
nonfiction. In other words, fiction readers can be more empathetic, and have an easier time seeing a situation from various 
perspectives, just by reading about their favorite characters. 
 
3. BOOKS PROVIDE PLENTY OF MENTAL STIMULATION 
Mentally stimulating your brain on a regular basis can help slow down Alzheimer’s and Dementia. It’s like physical exer-
cise; the more you move, the better shape you’re in. For your brain to stay healthy and alert, it needs exercise. Reading 
(along with puzzles and certain games) keeps your activity levels high and your brain power nice and strong. 
 
4. WE BECOME LESS STRESSED WHEN WE READ REGULARLY 
When you make a habit of reading, it’s easier for your brain to relax and temporarily transport itself to another world. A 
good book can daily stressors evaporate, put you in your character's shoes, and keep you focused on the words you’re read-
ing. If you’re looking for an easy way to relax and destress, try to make a habit out of reading more often. 
 
5. READING CAN IMPROVE OUR MEMORY 
When you read, you’re engaging more than a few brain functions, such as phonemic awareness, visual and auditory pro-
cesses, comprehension, fluency, and more. Reading jolts your brain into action, maintains concentration, and allows your 
mind to process the events happening before you. The more you read and engage that part of your brain, the easier it is to 
keep your memory strong.  
 

Article from: https://www.goodnet.org/articles/5-positive-effects-reading-has-on-your-brain 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17705682
http://abcnews.go.com/Health/story?id=117588&page=1#.UZZr0Cv703Y
http://www.lifehack.org/articles/lifestyle/10-benefits-reading-why-you-should-read-everyday.html
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/health/topics/reading/conditioninfo/pages/work.aspx
http://www.oprah.com/health/how-reading-can-improve-your-memory
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LOUP COUNTY FFA 

Loup County FFA Chapter attended District Leadership Development Events (LDE’s) in Ainsworth Nebraska on Janu-
ary 12th.  These are the speaking contests for our FFA chapter. Students can receive purple, blue, red, or white rib-
bons. Our District is one of the hardest in the state with 16 schools and only 2 students in each contest make it to state. 
We did not have a student qualify for state, however we still had great results and students should be proud of their 
effort. 
In Creed Speaking (Reciting the 5 paragraph 89 year old FFA Creed) Emmett recieved purple and placed 3rd out of 
over 20 contestants and is alternate to state! He had to make finals and say the creed twice. Madison G received a blue 
ribbon. Angel also knew the creed and was our alternate as you can only have 2 in each contest. 
 
In Ag Demo (8-10 minute demonstration), Ethan, David, Garret, and Hector received a purple ribbon and were top 7 
out of 23 teams with their Demo on Diesel engines and how to change injectors on that engine. They had an Allis 
Chalmers 2800 Diesel Irrigation Engine on a trailer to demonstrate with. Keegan carried on despite a missing team 
member and Angel stepped in without any prior practice with Keegan on their Demo on 3D printing and how it can be 
used in agriculture. They received a red ribbon and both students tackled a challenging situation and did a great job. 
 
In the Job Interview, Tory had to send in a resume, Cover Letter, and write a follow up letter. As well as participate in 
a Mock Interview. He received Purple placing in the top 35%! 
 
In Junior Public Speaking with their 4-6 minute speech, Gracey R received a blue for her Effects of COVID on the Ag 
community speech. Lexi received white for her Horse Colic speech. 
 
In Extemp (4-6 Minute speech, 30 minutes to write it) Gracie C received a red ribbon and gave a speech on 3 technol-
ogies that will greatly impact Ag in the future. 
 
In Junior High Discovery Speaking (2-4 minutes) Claira received a red for her speech on Country of Origin Labeling in 
Beef Cattle speech and Hudson also got red for his Mineral Extraction and its effects on the environment speech. 
 
The Junior High Quiz Bowl team of Everett, Hudson, Ella, and Karyme placed 1st place out of over 20 teams. The 
team of Henry, Claira, Garek, and Hayden went 1-2. 
 
Fruit Sales Results 
Loup County FFA thanks everyone for their support with Fruit sales. Sales reached over $15,000 which is the most 
sold in at least the last 7 years. Profits are usually 30-40% of the Gross sales depending on the product. Top Individual 
Sales results start with Garret selling $1504, Michael selling $1154, David with $1043, Tory bringing in $1026, Elissa 
with $1020, Claira selling $908, Lexi with $888, and finally in 8th place, and Gracie selling $839. 
 
Upcoming FFA Events. In February the Seniors will focus on their State Degree Interviews. Another upcoming thing 
in March the Loup County FFA Chapter will compete in is CDE’s in Norfolk. 



 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

*USDA is an 
equal oppor-

tunity pro-
vider and 

employer* 

All meals are 
subject to 

change.  

30 
PB  & J 

 
Steak & Cheese 

1 
Breakfast 

Combo 
 

Sub Sandwich  

2 
 
 

NO SCHOOL 

3 
Poptart 

 
Chicken 

Drummies   
 
 

4 
Tornado 

 
**Chili 

5 

Days with ** 
are the beef 

used from the 
Meal Booster 

Meal Program 
(MBMP) 

6 

All meals are 
served with 1% 

white and FF 
chocolate milk  

7 
Biscuits & 

Sausage  
Gravy 

 
Chicken Patty 

 
 

8 
Breakfast 

Cookies 
 

Beef & Bean 
Burrito  

9 
PB &  J 

 
Hotdogs 

10 
French Toast 

 
**Tater-tot 

Casserole 

11 
Cheese  
Omelet 

 
Tomato Soup 

& Grilled 
Cheese 

12 

All meals are 
served with 

fruits and veg-
gies  

13 14 
Biscuits & 

Sausage  
Gravy 

 
Corndog 

15 
Blueberry 

Muffin 
 

Chicken  
Fajitas 

16 
Breakfast  

Pizza 
 

Pork Patty 

17 
Pancakes 

 
**Hamburgers 

18 
 
 

NO SCHOOL 

19 

20 21 
Breakfast  

Burrito 
 

Pulled Pork  

22 
French Toast 

 
Sweet & Sour 

Chicken 

23 
PB & J  

 
Ham & 
Cheese 

24 
Scones 

 
**Beef  

Stroganoff  
 

25 
Breakfast 

Cookie 
 

Chicken 
Drummies   

26 

27 28 
Tornado  

 
**Taco Salad 

     

 

February 



 

 

For the most up-to-date calendar, please visit the school calendar at www.loupcountyschools.org 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
 

Spelling Bee 2pm 
 

JV & V GBB 
@Burwell  

2 
NO SCHOOL 

P/T  
Conferences  

2:30-6pm 

3 
JV & V GBB & 

BBB @Sargent 
vs A/M  

4 
MNAC  

Wrestling 
@Merna 10am 

 
JH, JV & V GBB 
& BBB @Taylor 

vs Elba 
**Parent’s Night     

5 

NSAA State 
Wrestling Duals  

6 7 
Instrumental  

Music @Brady 
 

JH GBB & BBB 
@Arnold   

8 
JV & V GBB & 

BBB @SEM 

9 
FFA State Degree 

Review/
Interviews 

 
Board Meeting 

7pm  

10 
 

11 
Burwell Speech 

Meet 
Valentines with 

CMHC 
(elementary)  

JV & V GBB & 
BBB @Greeley 
Wrestling Pep 

Rally @Taylor   

12 

13 14 
JH GBB & BBB 

@Sargent vs 
Ansley/Litchfield 

15 16 17 
GBB Sub Finals 

 
4-H STEM  

Program 
@Taylor Library 

18 
NO SCHOOL-
Winter Break 

 
JV & V BBB 

@Burwell 

19 

Loup City Speech 

20 21 
MTSS Meeting 

2pm 
 

MNAC Speech 
@Sargent  

22 23 
Local History 

Day 1:55pm 

24 
Boys Basketball 

Sub Finals  

25 
Girls District 

Basketball  

26 

27 28 
Conference Quiz 

Bowl @Halsey 
 

Start of Spring 
Practice   

1 
6-8 ESU 10  
Quiz Bowl 

 
Boys District 

Basketball  

2 
District History 

Day 
District CDEs 

Norfolk 
Read Across 

America  

3 
Blood Drive 

12pm 

4 
District Speech 

@Loup City  

5 

February 

District Wrestling  

Girls Basketball Subs  State Wrestling @Omaha 

National FFA Week 

Boys Basketball Subs  



 

 

Loup County Public Schools 
608 Williams St 

PO Box 170 
Taylor, NE 68879 

 
 

Phone: 308-942-6115 
Fax: 308-942-6248 

Website: www.loupcountyschools.org/ 
 

Like us on Facebook!  
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LOUP COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

WHAT MAKES LCPS 

GREAT? 

Loup County School is excited to 

announce that we received a rating 

of EXCELLENT for the District, 

Elementary, Middle School and 

High School by the Nebraska De-

partment of Education and the 

AQuESTT system. This is the high-

est rating a school can achieve. 

Check out the link on the school 

website to view the Loup County 

report; you can also see how other 

schools in the state are rated.  When 

you look at the Data there will times 

when you will not see a score. This 

is due to the sampling size of less 

than ten students. Examples are 

ACT performance, Graduation Rate 

and College Rate.  


